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If you would like to sub-

mit articles/pictures to 

The Blue and Gold, email 

mwhigham@pelham-

city.k12.ga.us 

We wish you the VERY BEST!             

PHS Embraces Principal Wingate and 

Assistant Principal Jones 
   Do not ever underestimate women in 

charge.  Think about your own moms and 

their moms and even their moms.  Add in 

a u n t s , 

friends, 

a n d 

ne igh-

b o r s , 

and I 

p r o m -

ise you 

t h a t 

you will 

n e v e r 

get by 

w i t h 

a n y -

thing.  Steel Magnolias is a 1989 comedy 

drama written by Robert Harling about his 

sister, Susan Harling Robinson. At a pivot-

al moment in the movie, Sally Field playing 

the role of M'Lynn (the main character’s 

mom) says,  “I find it amusing. Men are 

supposed to be made out of steel or some-

thing. I just sat there. I just held Shelby's 

hand. There was no noise, no tremble, just 

peace. Oh god. I realize as a woman how 

lucky I am. I was there when that wonder-

ful creature drifted into my life and I was 

there when she drifted out. It was the 

most precious moment of my life.” Those 

words resonated with me the first time I 

ever heard them, and when I began putting 

together my thoughts about Ms. Wingate 

and Mrs. Jones, I immediately thought 

about the term, “Steel Magnolias.” I real-

ize that is a long explanation for what I 

have on my heart to write about our new 

principal, Ms. Wingate, and our new assis-

tant principal, Mrs. Jones, but I want to 

drive the point home—they are a force to 

be reckoned with; they are the epitome of 

steel magnolias.  Like steel, they are 

strong; they stand firm, and they are de-

termined; however, like magnolias, they 

are soft, subtle, yet they persevere with 

dignity and love.  As women, they are able 

to balance these qualities to a fault. 

   Ms. Wingate is “excited and honored to 

be the principal of PHS.” With twenty-one 

years of experience in education she 

brings a plethora of first-hand knowledge 

of the many facets of a high school setting. 

Mrs. Jones has come from PES to the high 

school with nine years experience, four of 

those being in leadership. Although she 

has only been at PHS for a week, Ms. 

Jones already feels the strong sense of 

family that exists at Pelham High School. 

She says, “In the words of the music 

group Sister Sledge, ‘We are FAMILY!’ 

There is a sense of shared ownership here 

at PHS and everyone, just like family, has a 

role. Everyone is so welcoming and has 

assured me that I would be just fine...just 

like FAMILY!” 

   We are excited to have these two “steel 

magnolias” at Pelham High School. 
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This week has been bittersweet for Pelham 

High School; we should have had a few more 

weeks to get used to the 

idea that our principal 

was moving on to a job 

that will help him meet his 

life’s goals.  Unfortunately 

for us, those few weeks of 

transition were taken 

from us, and Dr. Harden’s 

departure came abruptly 

last week.  As I looked at 

his empty parking spot Monday morning, I 

couldn’t help but think about the first time I 

wrote  about him almost seven years ago.   

   The following is an excerpt from that 

newsletter dated August 7, 2015, when I had 

the privilege to introduce the new PHS prin-

c i p a l . 

“ P e l h a m 

High School 

is buzzing 

about the 

new princi-

pal, Dr. 

Clark Hard-

en. Most 

believe he is a breath of fresh air; however, 

a few students believe he has blown in like a 

hurricane. On day one, Dr. Harden and the 

faculty began tackling both tardies and ab-

sences with a vengeance, and the approach 

is nothing short of a miracle. Students are 

in class the full ninety minutes and are en-

gaged and learning. Dr. Harden’s approach 

is working, and 

the student body 

is buying into it, 

especially after 

Dr. Harden ex-

plained in grade 

meetings how 

everything being 

done is for the 

student’s bene-

fit. Dr. Harden 

wants students at PHS to have every oppor-

tunity to learn. He explains it is their right 

to have an uninterrupted education. We are 

off to a GREAT start at PHS, and much of it 

is due to Dr. Harden’s diligence.” I ended the 

article with these words, “Dr. Harden en-

thusiastically embraces the three R’s in re-

lation to education: Relationship, Rigor, and 

Relevancy. We are fortunate to have Dr. 

Clark Harden at Pelham High School, and we 

welcome him to the Pelham community. At 

PHS, we have started STRONG and will  

A Tribute to Dr. Clark Harden  

From 

The PHS Hornet Family 

                                   continued on page 3 
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finish even STRONGER!” 

   Today, as I reflect over the past six and 

a  h a l f 

years since 

D r . 

H a r d e n ’ s 

arrival, I 

realize with 

h i s 

knowledge, 

e x p e r i -

ence, and 

leadership, 

as well as 

that of the PHS faculty and staff, togeth-

er, we have united Pelham High School 

and made it one of the very best in Geor-

gia.  It 

took all 

of us 

w i t h 

D r . 

Harden 

at the 

helm to 

create 

the at-

mosphere we wanted at PHS.  Through 

our efforts, 

we have seen 

a spirit of 

unity and 

c o m m u n i t y 

within our 

high school, 

and for that, 

we are ex-

t r e m e l y 

proud.  Dr. Harden has said since the be-

ginning that when he left, his goal was to 

leave PHS better than he found it.  Goal 

accomplished, Dr. Harden, and for that, 

we are 

t h a n k f u l .  

We wish 

you contin-

ued suc-

cess in the 

Thomasville 

City School 

s y s t e m , 

and we are 

grateful we had the opportunity to work 

alongside you for almost seven years.  

It’s not goodbye from us; it’s see you 

around! Go Bulldogs! 
    

Tribute to Dr. Harden . . . 
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   Where do I even begin! First, thank you for pushing 

me outside of my comfort zone and pushing me to be-

come a better teacher!  The last 

6/7 years have been anything but 

boring!  We have all gone through so 

much together; for me, I have added 

four certifications to my certificate, 

graduated two of my own children, 

and welcomed two of my grandchil-

dren while you have been in Pel-

ham.  You have been by far one of my favorite adminis-

trators.  You pushed me when you needed to push me, 

listened when I needed to vent, complain, or tell a new 

joke, and you have always had our backs when we dealt 

with issues at home and issues within the school.  Thank 

you for always being a phone call away, and I know that 

will never change! 

Second, you have kept me on my toes, “Jack”!  No other 

administrator has ever been an accomplice to the 

“theft” of my car.  I will never forget the day you and 

Coach Sharp pulled that one…and you even got our 

sweet Ms. Jenkins involved in that trickery!  And what 

other principal would find it amusing to give half of 

their staff mini-heart attacks with a fake snake?!?! I 

know my students and neighbors will remember that 

moment you got me with the viscous and poisonous 

FAKE snake. 

Last, I want you to know the teachers and students at 

the best high school in all of Georgia will never forget 

you. You and the leaders you worked with have made 

Pelham High School the envy of all other high 

schools.  You and Ms. Wingate have been a dynamic duo, 

and with your innovative incentives and recognition of 

teachers and students, you have helped create an at-

mosphere that is comfortable, safe, and fun to work 

in.  We will continue to thrive and make you proud of us! 

I will miss you greatly!  - Jean Beck 

   In farewell to Dr. Harden, 

I  am reminded that there is a season for all things, but 

most importantly to embrace what is before you. He is 

one that would push teachers and students beyond 

their comfort zone in an attempt to help you discover 

your best self.  He would offer encouragement as well 

as offer constructive criticism when needed. He has a 

heart for students and teachers, and his goal was to 

offer support so that true learning 

could take place, thus PHS became 

the School of Choice.  The ideas and 

programs that were implemented 

have truly made a difference and his 

legacy will continue on as the staff 

and students at PHS continue to 

carry ourselves with pride. As he 

would say on the announcements PHS is the best high 

school in the state of Georgia, and we thank him for his 

contributions.—Nichole Bulloch 

   Dr. Harden, 

I just want to tell you that our school 

is not the same without you. We all 

miss you, especially in the morning, 

outside the cafeteria. What I miss 

the most is when you were trying to 

speak in Spanish and I would start a 

conversation and you said the first 

words that came to your mind and will continue the non

-sense conversation with me.  The funny thing was that 

my students thought you were fluent in Spanish.—Rosie 

Moncrief 

   I can honestly say that Dr. Harden was not only an 

administrator but also a friend. If you ever needed 

someone to listen to you vent or help 

you find solutions to a problem, he 

was someone you could go to. He 

was a huge part of the Pelham High 

School family and his leadership will 

be missed. I wish him 

all the best in the 

future! - Cheyenne Edwards 

   From one good man to the next, con-

tinue to own your success. Much love! - 

Coach Kirk   

   Norman would always 

see Dr. Harden and say, 

"What up man, you alright" every 

morning in the cafeteria.—Monica Davis 

Affirmations for Dr. Harden 
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   Dr.Harden,...Where do I start...This man has been such a 

huge inspiration to me as a mentor as well as a great 

friend. There are countless mo-

ments that I've created with this 

man...what stood out about him to 

me was his leadership. I watched 

him on several occasions as he 

headed Pelham High School..and did 

a phenomenal job at it...But a lot of 

you don’t know, this man right here 

stuck closer to me not only as a great principal, but a 

great ‘Friend"..that is what I will miss dearly about 

him...one on one conversation that we will go to our graves 

with.. ..So as you are reading this Dr. Harden, thank you 

man for everything you brought to this school.  I tell you 

this often....you are by far a greatly respected man....I was 

beyond blessed to have 6 1/2 great years with you...Thank 

you so much for your great advice..even when you thought 

I wasn’t listening..  Take care...—Frederick Richardson 

   Dr.Harden is the sole reason why I chose to come to Pel-

ham to begin a career in education. He has supported me 

100% since I walked in the door until his final day as prin-

cipal at PHS. His dedication to building 

relationships with the students, facul-

ty and staff is next to none. He always 

preached about having a family atmos-

phere within our student body and that 

was apparent in how smoothly PHS 

ran on a daily basis because everyone 

in our building genuinely care about 

each other. He made sure teachers put their families first 

and was always understanding of any circumstance teach-

ers were in whether it be inside or outside of the class-

room. It was a blessing to come to work with Dr. Harden 

as principal and never have to worry a second about being 

micromanaged because he trusted the teachers to do 

their jobs. I am thankful to have learned from him the past 

3 years and I look forward to what else he will accomplish 

in the future. I wish him nothing but the best and may God 

continue to bless him and his family.—Dillon Presley 

   I wish you the best in your new adven-

ture. Thank you for all the times you 

showed you cared about me and my stu-

dents. My students will always remember 

their morning greetings and classroom 

visits with you!  You definitely impacted 

their lives.  - Susie Pollock 

   Bittersweet . . . that's the best way to describe your 

leaving. While I'm so happy that you're moving forward to 

pursue your professional dream, I'm 

also sad that you'll no longer be a part of 

our PHS family. Thank you for your guid-

ance, leadership, and support during 

your tenure. I truly wish you the best in 

the next season of your life.  - Susan  

Prince 

   I have enjoyed working with Dr. Harden. I don't think any-

one can question his sincere dedication and attachment to 

the people of this school.  It is obvious that 

his decision to leave was a difficult one, and 

that he struggled with it.  He always treated 

me with courtesy and respect, and I would 

like to thank him for that.  I wish him the 

best in Thomasville.  - Wes White 

   I would like to thank Dr. Hardin for the 

opportunity to join the PHS family.  Your 

words of encouragement and guidance 

have been very helpful and your sense of 

humor has eased the stress of this first 

year!  Best Wishes in all your endeav-

ors!  - Mollie Pollock  

   Dr. Harden was instrumental in my choice to leave my 

comfort zone of elementary school to pursue a career in 

high school education here at PHS. The 

change was scary, but worth it! I'm thankful 

for his support and to have had an opportuni-

ty to work under his leadership! Dr. Harden, I 

wish you the BEST in your new endeavors and 

am so happy to see you doing what it takes to 

reach your goals! My family is thankful for you and the 

lifelong friendship that we all now have because of PHS.  - 

Megan Presley 

   Dr. Harden, this is the beginning of eve-

rything that  you wanted and I pray 

that you are successful. 

Best wishes Debra Hampton 

   Dr. Harden, congratulations on your 

new job. I wish you the 

very best. It was great working with you 

over the years. Thanks for having confi-

dence in me when I was offered the position 

to come to Pelham. You will be missed. - 

Amy Curtis 

 

Affirmations . . . 
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Affirmations . . . 
   I am going to miss you Dr. Harden!! I wish you all the 

best in your future endeavors and hope-

fully will see you as superintendent 

in the future. 

—Anwar Mohammad  

   I am not easily intimidated and from my 

first day arriving “on time” which you 

quickly pointed out to the group was late…. I have been 

intimidated! At first I was thrown off by it, but I quickly 

realized that my being intimidated by you was because I 

didn’t want to disappoint you. As I reflect on our short 

time with you as my administrator I am thankful that I 

was able to watch you lead with discipline and strength. 

You carry yourself in such a way that you do not have to 

be unkind or unpleasant, you just 

have expectations that others strive 

to meet. I appreciate you having 

these standards for myself and the 

students, and holding us to these 

standards. I have no doubt these 

standards will go with you and you 

will make a mark on your future 

endeavors.  It was my pleasure to get to know you. Best 

of luck, and know that you never have to apologize for 

where God is leading you! - Cathe Hoskins 

   I wish you the best of luck as you venture out into this 

new chapter of life you have been blessed with.  Thank 

you for allowing me the opportunity of working in a 

school where you provided a safe and caring environ-

ment for the students, staff and fac-

ulty.  A place under your leadership 

where learning took place every day 

and everyone was like family.  Thank 

you for all you did at PHS in making 

this the best place to be.  Congratula-

tions again on your move up the ad-

ministrative ladder of success.  You 

are going to be greatly missed.   - Sandra Jenkins 

   I just wanted to say that I enjoyed the years we spent 

working together at PHS. I think you were an asset to 

this system. I'm sorry that things ended the way they did 

because I didn't have a chance to tell you goodbye, nor 

wish you well on your future endeavors. I think you were 

a great role model for our students. I know that they 

knew you meant what you said to them, whether it was 

complimentary or whether it was because they were in 

trouble. I will always remember your birthday because it 

fell on my wedding anniversary. The number of years 

that I have been married equaled your age! 

Best wishes for whatever life holds 

for you. Just remember, "Sometimes 

God closes doors because it's time to 

move forward. He knows you won't 

move unless your circumstances 

force you. Trust the transition. God's 

got you! - Anne Hays 

   Confidence, humility, and sincerity. Those are the 

words that come to mind when I think of Dr. Harden. In 

the three years that I have worked with him, I have 

learned lessons that I carry with me in my professional 

and personal life. I came to this high school as a novice 

teacher who believed I was meant to be seen and not 

heard, that I should go with the cur-

rent created by others. However, he 

has always shown confidence in my 

voice and ideas. When somebody as 

confident as Dr. Harden believes in 

you, you cannot help but to develop an 

unwavering confidence in yourself. No 

matter how confident he is, Dr. Harden is not infallible 

and never presented himself as such to his staff. He has 

shown me that making mistakes is inevitable regardless 

of your status, it is how you handle them after that mat-

ters. During those moments, he has never been too 

prideful to refuse to listen or reflect on his actions. He 

takes the time to fully understand what has happened, 

listen to all of those involved, and seek guidance from 

those he trusts. He ensures that he rights any wrongs 

and seeks to find an understanding and forgiveness from 

all involved. I believe it is that balance of humility and 

confidence that make his sincerity obvious to all who 

know him. You are never left wondering where you stand 

with him. He always makes his intentions and goals 

clear. Everything he has done in his time at PHS has had 

the betterment of the staff and students at heart. I be-

lieve that this devotion to his staff and students is what 

has made PHS the high school of choice in the area. I will 

be forever grateful for his determination to keep me in 

the system and bring me to the high school. I have no 

doubt that it had the greatest impact on who I am today. 

While I am sad that he is leaving PHS, my heart is full of 

joy and pride because I know that he is pursuing his 

dreams. He has spent the last six years supporting us in 

becoming the best that we can be, and now it is our turn 

to do the same for him.—Haley Wood 
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 While I am sad that you left us, I wish you the best in 

all of your future endeavors. Pelham 

High School prospered under your 

leadership in every way, and for that I 

thank you. I have a quote that I give to 

the students that reads, “Always do 

right; fear to do wrong.” It applies be-

cause as you go forward and continue to do good 

things, you will prosper in mind, body, and spirit. We 

cannot ask for better in life. I will miss you, Kathy 

Brinkley  

   I will always be grateful to Dr. Harden for giving me 

the opportunity to start my teaching career. One of 

the things that made the biggest 

impression on me was the fact that 

he not only said, "family first," he 

meant it. When my family experi-

enced a tough loss this year he 

checked in with me periodically 

afterwards just to let me know that 

he was thinking of us and praying for all of us. I knew 

how much he had on his plate and the fact that he 

cared enough to check in with me truly showed me 

how much he cared about us as individuals. Thank you 

for everything Dr. Harden, good luck in Thomasville 

and may God bless you and your family!  - Malina Swin-

son 

   Thank you Dr. Harden for your leader-

ship and support. I pray that this new 

chapter in your life will be filled with 

much happiness and success! - Tina 

Braswell 

   Dr. Harden came during a time of very 

low morale at PHS. We were tired, we were worn 

down, we needed a breath of fresh air, someone to 

unite us, and a true leader. We 

needed someone that we knew had 

our best interest at heart and would 

fight for us and in Dr. Harden, we 

found all of that. From all of his cra-

zy acronyms (that I am pretty sure 

that he can't even remember), to 

his relationships with faculty and 

students, to his sense of humor and even his singing in 

the hallway, his impact will be seen for years to come. 

I may be a little bitter towards Thomasville City 

Schools, but I am truly happy that Dr. Hardin is work-

ing towards his goals in life and following his dreams.

—Josie Lewis 

   I will always be extremely thankful 

to Dr. Harden for believing in me and 

allowing me a chance to become an 

administrator at PHS.—Sara Wingate 

  We conquered Stone Mountain! We will miss you! - 

Angie West  

 

 

   Because I wrote the article on page 3, I’m going to 

keep this short.  Clark, since you first came to PHS, I 

saw something in you and wanted to do all I could to 

bring out your best self. I knew you were destined for 

bigger and better in life, and I’m so glad you are pur-

suing your dreams.  That’s what we 

are supposed to do in life despite what 

some people think.  In order to better 

ourselves, we must take risks and 

leave our comfort zones, and that’s 

what you are doing.  Make your mark 

on Thomasville City Schools; you will be glad you did.  I 

am so proud of you, and I’m thrilled to have my friend 

back. Much love to you, Sam, Jaycee, and Cam! We’ll be 

seeing you! The farewell/celebratory party is already 

being planned!  

- Meg Whigham 
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